KONIG OTTOKABS GLUCK TOD EKDE

and is rebuked by Kunigunde. Queen Margaret returns
with the documents asked for by the king, but he refuses
to see her. Merenberg offers to lead her away, but Is com-
manded by the king to keep his place. Rudolph of Haps-
burg then offers her his arm. His chivalry attracts
the attention of the delegates of the Holy Eoman Empire,
among them the chancellor of the archbishop of Maim,
who recognizes in him the chivalrous knight who once gave
a priest, bent on an errand of mercy, his own horse with
which to cross a swollen stream. The archbishop was
himself that priest, and he now asks, in the name of the
empire, safe conduct for the queen. He and Rudolph lead
her away. Ottokar threatens the departing delegate with
his wrath. The spokesman of the delegates presses for a
definite answer to the question whether he would accept the
crown if offered.

Zawisch (stepping forward).

Will you deprive us of our king and master?

Is he not powerful?    He needs you not.

A very god he rules upon this earth.

The empire breeds but care and little- profit.

Leave him, and give your precious gifts to Germans!

Your offer shows your need.   Leave us our master!
OttoJcar.

In part he speaks the truth, sir delegate.

Much need of change is patent in the empire,

Great need to break and punish sullen pride;

Well see I that your master was your servant.

King am I of Bohemia and rich;

God keep me from a beggared -emperor's fate!

Yet, wait and see if later I be pleased

To answer your petition favorably.

(Turning to Kunigunde)and stands revealed a beautiful woman.
